Buying Your First AR-15
By “Trapper” John Setelin


TTI has been manufacturing AR-15’s for over 35 years and we believe that our techniques are second to none.  However there are few do’s and don’ts to consider no matter who you buy from.  Armorer’s classes are available through TTI.

Do’s and Don’ts

1st – Don’t be pressured into fancy buttons & gadgets.

Buying a gun at a gun show can lead you to some massive headaches when the show leaves town.  Examples: 
(1) The guy you bought from may never come back.
(2)  Was his place of business the back of his van, truck or car (where is his storefront?)
(3) What is his technical knowledge and does he offer repairs, parts or services for that gun?
(4) Be aware of the guy who assembles weapons at the gun shows, offering tops and bottoms at a super good price.

Some questions you should ask yourself about that individual should be: Is he a competent gunsmith trained in the function of the AR-15? Does he have a type 7 manufacturer’s license (building one without it is a violation of the law-do you need to be caught in that?) And lastly who test fired the rifle-YOU? How do you know it’s safe if it was assembled in front of you? Was the barrel torque to the right specs and is the gas port the proper dimension? How far off is the sight tower from the rear sights and are you sure all the parts are US made or exceed mil spec?

Pre-ban vs. Post-ban-Once again this is a good place to get stung at a gun show but not just there. There are also dealers willing to pass off a receiver as pre-ban that is actually post-ban leaving you to “bite the bullet” later. There are ways to tell, and the first is to e-mail, phone or fax the manufacturer or TTI so we can provide you with the information on serial numbers by manufacturer. A description between pre-ban and post-ban is as follows.

As of the summer of 1994 (assault weapons ban), the ATF went from manufacturer to manufacturer inspecting complete rifles and receivers that were made by the closing date. They fell into 3 categories:
	
(1) True pre-ban rifle (all components to make a complete rifle were present with a numbered receiver or complete rifle).
(2) A pre-ban/post-ban receiver (this was a receiver made on or before the cutoff date- making it pre-ban but since it did not have all of the components to assemble into a complete functioning rifle, i.e.: barrel, trigger or buttstock missing; it must be made into post-ban configuration and.
(3) A pure post-ban receiver (manufactured after the cutoff date to present) which must be built into a post –ban configuration. The argument that flash suppressors and bayonet lugs don’t make an assault rifle is falling on deaf ears and to discuss it is preaching to the choir. Get over it!! It’s fact and it is the LAW. Don’t get caught up in it. Our receivers are post-ban and manufactured by us and proudly wear the name TTI Int’l.
Since the assault weapons ban, it is illegal to offer any high capacity magazine in combination with the sale of that rifle. They can be purchased separately however; but not offered by the dealer as part of the initial sale.

What style of shooting do you want to do? Tactical, DCM, Match or IPSC

Buying an AR-15 or any other type weapon is like buying your very first car. You should consider a few of the following before making that investment-because buying an AR-15 today is equal to a good down payment on a fast car. It isn’t chicken feed. So we’d like to try to take a little of the sting out of it for you.

What is your experience with the AR-15? It has been my experience that for about 50% of my clients, this is a first time venture and we spend about an hour or more just qualifying which direction they want to go. By qualifying (as your custom gun builder) I must know your specific needs.

(1) Present affordability - what price range de we need to stay within-not all of us have unlimited funds to put into our guns








 
 
